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PREFACE

Legacy of Sir Ernest Troubridge

‘The Supreme Command sent the following: The British Envoy in Nis has in-
formed us that the British Government appointed Admiral Troubridge, the
Commander of the British Detachment troops taking part in the defence of Bel-
grade, who is due to arrive to Serbia these days. At the same time, the Govern-
ment reported that it would send the following for the detachment: 8 1,938 mm
guns with 200 rounds each, as well as three artillery men for the guns and oth-
er accompanying equipment!!

These words were written in the diary by the first man of defence of Bel-
grade, General Mihailo Zivkovic on 29 Jan 1915. At that moment, there was a
senior British naval officer in Belgrade, as well as several representatives
from the French and Russian military navies. Besides, there were around 300
foreign sailors, engineers and coastal artillery gunmen. A layman of Balkan
geography may have thought that Belgrade lies on the Black sea coast or that
the Kingdom of Serbia has become a naval country after the Balkan wars.
However, the arrival of foreign militaries in Belgrade was a result of the Ser-
bian invitation to others to come and help. Namely, the first months of the war
showed that the Kingdom of Serbia is everything but ready and prepared to
fight the Austro-Hungarian river war ships - otherwise known as monitors.
Subsequently the Serbian border towns, Belgrade above all, were disturbed
by enemy ships on a regular basis. The Entente agreed to help. Mines and tor-
pedoes, as well as large naval guns were slowly reaching Belgrade. This
equipment was followed by smaller groups of Russian, French and British
specialists. Around 500 foreign soldiers were posted in Belgrade, along the
Danube and the Sava until March, 1915. This was one of the rare episodes
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[IPELTOBOP
Jlerar cep Epuecra TpyGpupa

,BpXOBHa KOMaH[a OOCTaBUJia MU je 0BO: EHlstecku UiociiaHuk y Huwy usse-
citiuo je ga je snaga eHisiecka octiaBusia 3a KOMAaHgaHla eHisieckol ogpega
y Ogbparu Beoipaga agmupaJia 1. Tpybpuuad, koju he oBux gaHa gohu y Cpdu-
jy. ¥ ucttio Bpeme u3Becitiusia je ga he tiociaiiu 3a Cpdujy 3a yulottipedy tioia
ogpega osaj mMatiepujasi; 8 otiosa Kaaudbpa 11.938 mm ca 0o 200 Melllaka Ha
oll xao u tio Wpu apitiubepuciie Ha Wol u olipemy 3a WOUOBe U OCATIU
Mattdepujasr.t

OBe peud 3amnmcao je y CBOj JHEBHHUK ITpBU yoBek OndpaHe beorpana, reHe-
pan Muxawnio JKuBKkoBUh, 29. jaHyapa 1915. TOOUHE. Y TOM TpeHYTKY y beorpa-
ny ce Beh Hayla3uo jelaH BUIIH OpHUTAHCKH ITIOMOPCKH O(HUIIND, KA0 U HEKOJIH-
KO IpeicTaBHUKA hpaHILyCKe U pyCKe BOjHe MOpHapuLe. [lopen BHUX, Ty je U
OKO 300 CTpaHHMX MOpPHapa, MHXUbepalla U TobIiHhja odajicke apTHJbepHje.
Heko cacBuM HeynyheH y ajiKaHCKY reorpadujy Morao 61 IIOMHUC/IUTH Ia
je Beorpap rpan Ha obanu ILlpHor Mopa unu Aa je KpasbeBruHa Cpbuja HaKOH
DasIkaHCKHX paToBa MoCTajia IpUMoOpPCKa Ap>kaBa. MehyTHUM, fojiasak cTpa-
HUX BOjHHKa y Beorpas 610 je mocieguiia CpricKor mo3uBa y momoh. Hauwme,
IIPBU MECEIU paTa MoKasalu cy ma Bojcka KpasseBuHe CpbHuje HU Ha KOjU
HauyuH HUje duia puIpemMsbeHa 3a 60pdy MpOTHUB ayCTPOYTapCKUX PeUHHUX
paTHUX Opo0Ba — MOHUTOpPA. TaKo Cy CPIICKU ITOTPaHUYHY I'Pa/IOBH, IIPE CBe-
ra Beorpaz, pelOBHO y3HeMHUpaBaHU O CTpaHe HelpHjaTe/bCKUX OpOLoBa.
AHTaHTa je TIpYCcTaJia Aa MoMorHe. Y beorpali Cy mojiako IpUcTU3aie MUHE
Y TOpIiefia, Kao ¥ BeJIMKKW MOPHAPUUKHU TOITOBU. OBY OIIpeMy IpaTu/a je Makba
rpyna pyckux, GpaHLyCKUX U OpPUTAaHCKHUX CIleliHjanucTa. 1o MapTa 1915. ro-
nvHe y Beorpany, anu u ny>k CaBe U JlyHaBa, pacriopeheHo je 0Ko 500 CTpa-
HUX BOjHHKA. BuJia je To jelHa Ol peTKUX enu30/a BojHe capaame Cpbuje u
AHTaHTe Ipe OfJjiacka CPIICKe BOjCKe y ersuJ, U fajbe Ha COTyHCKU (DPOHT.
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Ha oniirte nsHeHahemwe CpIICKe Bjiaje, Ka0 ¥ AHTaHTUHUX IPeICTaBHHKA
y Cpbuju, Benuka BpuTaHuja je Ha Uesio cBoje MajobpojHe BOjHOIIOMOpPCKE
MUCHje II0CTaBW/Ia jeMHOT KOHTpaaaMupasia. Kao HajBUIIHU 110 YKMHY, EpHeCT
Tpydpuil je 1toctao HeoOpMaHU 3aMI0BEIHUK IIAPOIUKUX CTPAHUX TpyTia Y
Cpbuju. OnMmax 1o gosacky y beorpaz, 22. debpyapa 1915. ToiviHe, aiMHpal je
KYTIMO CBECKY Y KOjoj je IToueo 1a BOIM CBOj MHEBHUK.2 AnMupai Tpybpull Tana
HHUje MOTao [ia 3Ha fja he merosa cyadrHa dUTH O/IMCKO TToBe3aHa ca Kpasse-
BHHOM CpOHjOoM TOKOM HapeQHUX IeT roavHa. [Tocnenwsu yHOC y ITHEBHUK 3a-
TIH1Cao je 8. MaprTa 1919. roguHe. 1o Tazia aiMUpal je IocTao Aeo Majle rpyre
CTpaHalla Koja je 3aciy>kKujia HajBUlla CpIiCKa LIUBUJIHA U BOjHA OLJIMKOBaHKkA.

Kapujepa anMmuparsa Tpybpuiia 6usa je cBe camo He yobuuajeHa duorpa-
duja BUlIEr SpUTAaHCKOT TIOMOPCKOT 0 HIIHpa. Tako U HeroB ITHEBHUK OJICTY-
11a Off OHOTa LITO Ce OOMYHO 0YeKY]je OJf OBOT JKaHpa. HberoB THEBHUK IMpeNCTa-
BJba BPEAHO CBEAOYAHCTBO O OpOjHUM aclieKTHMa ydeurha KpasseBuHe Cp-
buje y IIpBoM cBeTcKOM party. MehyTuM, To HHje caMo JHEBHUK KOjU ce TH-
ye Cpbuje. AnMmupaii je cBoje GPOHTOBCKE OY’KHOCTHU [I0 CpPeHHE 1916. TOIU-
He 3aMeHHO jelTHOM BPCTOM BOjHOAHUIIIIOMAaTCKe ciy>kbe. FhberoBa Mucuja du-
Jia je ma rocpenyje uaMmelhy cpricke U 6prTaHCKe BojcKe. Ha TakBoj AY>KHOCTH
010 je y IpWIKULHU [a Ce cacTaje ca HajMOhHUjUM BOjHUM U TOJUTHUUKHUM
nuyHOoCcTUMa Benuke bputanuje. TokoM mmyToBawma TpyOpuIll je benexxuo U
OHO WITO je BUAeo y Utanuju 1 ®paHIlyckoj. 360T Tora, Ha MaxoBe, AHEBHUK
HY[OY rOTOBO ITAaHOPaMCKY IePCIIEKTUBY parta.

JyrocinoBeHcka HcTopuorpaduja je casHasia 3a MOoCTojalkbe HEBHUKA afl-
mupana Tpybpuila BeoMa KacHO, Tek 1988. Te ronuHe npodecop Jparompyd
JKupojuHoBuh 06aBecTHO je jaBHOCT Aa je y CAJl-y mobro Ha yBHU[I IeJIOBe HEB-
HUKa agMupasia Tpydpuiia.3 JJHEBHHIIHM Cy Ce Y TOM TPEHYTKY jOIIl yBEK Haja-
3WJIN y moceny ropoauiie Tpydpuil. YBUA y AesIoBe pyKoIixca agMupana Tpy-
bpuriia rmpodecop XKuBojuHOBH je cTeKao 3axBasbyjyhyl aMepHUUYKOM HUCTOPH-
yapy Yapmncy ®pajepy, KojH je HajBHIlle YYUUHUO Ha CllalllaBawy of 3abopaBa
npuye 0 OpUTAHCKOM BOjHOM IIpUCYCTBY y CpOuju 1915. roauHe.* MehyTum,
npodecop YKuBojuHOBUH HUje UMAO Y TTIOCENY UMTaB PYyKOITHUC, I1a je Tako HH0
IpHUHYHEH [a MOHOCH 3aK/byUKe CaMO Ha OCHOBY [IeJI0OBa JHEBHUKA, IIPe CBEra
OHUX KOjH Cy Ce OLHOCHIU Ha AJIaHCKY TOJITOTY U 1918. TOOUHY. 360T ToTa je
U BEroBa OlleHa afMUpaIoBe IMYHOCTU dWJia MPUJIMYHO IPOTUBpevyHa. Ha-
UMe, anmupas Tpybpull 3Hao je a y CBOM LIHEBHUKY ITOHeKa OyLie BeOMa KpH-
TH4YaH npeMa CpbuMa U BUX0BOM BohcTBy. Moryhe je fa je oBa uMbeHHULIA
opdujana moTeHUMjaHe TpupehrBaye OBOT IHEBHUKA, 1A CE O JHEBHULIU-
Ma y Cpbuju ol Kpaja 1980-THX [0 2015. TOAMHE HHje TOTOBO HUIIITA 3HAJIO.

JIHEBHUK je y MehyBpeMeHyY U3 TOPOANYHOT BJIACHULITBA AOCIe0 y MMrIie-
pUjanHu BOjHU My3ej y JIOHnoHY. [loaylie, HEKOJIUKO CBe3aKa HUje cauyBa-
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showing cooperation between Serbia and the Entente, before the Serbian mil-
itary was exiled and deployed to the Salonika front later on.

To the surprise of the Serbian Government, as well as the Entente’s repre-
sentatives in Serbia, Great Britain appointed a rear admiral to head its small
military naval mission. As the most senior in rank, Ernest Troubridge became
an informal commander of the manifold foreign troop contingent in Serbia.
The Admiral, immediately upon his arrival in Belgrade on 22 Feb 1915, buys
a notebook and starts writing his Diary? Admiral Troubridge could not have
even dreamt at that time that his destiny would be closely related to the King-
dom of Serbia for next five years. He was writing his Diary until 8% Mar 1919. By
that time, the Admiral had already joined a small group of foreigners deco-
rated with the most senior Serbian civilian and military honours.

Admiral Troubridge’s career was anything but a usual one of a senior Brit-
ish naval officer. Hence his Dairy stands out from all that is to be expected
from this genre. His Diary is a valuable testimony to a number of aspects of
the Kingdom of Serbia’s participation in the WWI. However, this Diary is not
about Serbia solely. By mid 1916s, the Admiral substituted his front line duties
with a certain type of military diplomatic service. His mission was to medi-
ate between the Serbian and the British military hierarchies. This duty en-
abled him to meet the most powerful British military and political personal-
ities of the time. Admiral Troubridge was travelling and writing in Italy and
France, as well. Therefore, occasionally, his Diary offers almost panoramic
perspective of the war.

The Yugoslav historiography learnt about Admiral Troubridge's diary
quite late, in fact no earlier than 1988. That year, in the USA, professor Drago-
ljub Zivojinovic informed the public that he was shown some parts of Admi-
ral Troubridge’s Diary3 The Diaries were, up to that point, still with the Trou-
bridges. American historian Charles Fryer gave sections of Admiral Trou-
bridge’s manuscript to professor Zivojinovic to read, who did much to save
stories of the 1915 British military presence in Serbia from oblivion.« Howev-
er, professor Zivojinovic did not see the whole manuscript, hence he was
forced to draw conclusions on the basis of certain parts of the diary, primar-
ily those referring to the Albanian Golgotha and 1918. This is why his assess-
ment of the Admiral’s personality was rather contradictory. Namely, Admiral
Troubridge tends to be, from time to time, quite critical towards Serbs and
their leadership. This fact is most likely the reason why potential editors have
not published this dairy before, hence almost nothing was heard about the
diaries in the period between late the 1980s until 2015.
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The house in Deligradska Street at Slavija square in Belgrade where Admiral
Troubridge lived (McDonald’s today). The British officers, Commander Charles Kerr
and Admiral’s Secretary Henry Fitch lived in the same house

Kyha y Jenuipagckoj yruyu Ha Crasuju y Beoipagy ige je xxuseo agmupasn Tpydpuuy
(gaHawru Mex [oHangc). 3ajegHo ca Tpybpuuom y uctioj kyhu cy >kusenu u
oputiaHcku oguyupu, dopyuHux Yapmc Kep u Tpybpuues cexpetiap XeHpu duu

HO y OpUTHHay, Beh cy cauyBaHM caMo IIPEIHMCH Koje je HampaBuo Yapic
dpajep. IHEBHULIY Cy TOHOBO 3aMHTEPECOBa/IU IoMahy jaBHOCT TeK 2015. T0-
I¥YHe Kafa je ekuria PTC-a npenBoheHa CinahaHom 3apuh, pagehu Ha AOKy-
MmeHTapuy ,Cpbu Ha Kpdy“, Haulsia Ha THEBHUK Yy 30HpKaMa JIOHAOHCKOT
My3eja. 36or HeMoryhHOCTH fla ce oBaj 0OMMHU NHEBHUK 00jaBU y LIeJIUHU
JIOHETa je oIJIyKa Ia ce Ipupelne oarosapajyhu u3Bogu kako 6 ce moMahoj
U CTPaHO]j jaBHOCTH CTaBHUO Ha yBUJ MaKap [e0 jefHOT IIOTIIyHO HeCBaKUaa-
LIKET U3BOpa 3a UCTOpH]jy IIpBor cBeTCKOT paTa. Ha ocTBapewy 0Be Heje CII0-
>KHO cy panuiu Panuo-teneBusuja Cpduje, AMbacana Benvke Bputanuje y
Penrydnuiiu Cpduju u MuHHUCTapCcTBO ofndpaHe Pemybnuke Cpouje.

JIHeBHUK agMupasia TpyOpHulla MpenyH je pasHUX UHbOpMalHja 0 pat-
HUM ITpoliecuMa U norahajuma. To cy momany o paTHOj CBaKOLHeBULIU beo-
rpaja 1915. TOOUHeE, C ToceDHUM HarjlackoM Ha (prHece peuHOT paToBama. Ty
Cy U OeTab¥ O TeMaMa 3a Koje je MHaue TellKo Hahu uCTopHujcKy rpabhy, mo-
OyT CcTaka Mopajia Mehy BOjHUIIMMAa U LUBUINMA, HMIIMTHjYHAXXU U PaTHUM
rJlacMHaMa, MehyJ/byICKMM OOHOCHMA HJIM HIIP. O TOME KaKo Ce y paTy Impo-
BOAHM CJI0ODOMHO BpeMe. Kako je peu 0 yTHUCIIMMa jeJHOT CTpaHIla Koju o Cp-
duju mpe moJsiacka HYUje 3HA0 rOTOBO HUINTA, THEBHUK Ha IT0jeIUHUM MECTU-
Ma IMonpuMa M eTHOTpadcKa odesexja.

ITopen obu/ba MHGOpPMaAIMja OBaj AHEBHUK HOCH U jelHO CIIELIU(PUUYHO
pasymMmeBatbe [IpBor cBeTCKOT parta. [Ipema agmupany TpyOpuily forahaju Ha
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The Diary was meanwhile transferred to the Imperial War Museum in
London. Several notebooks were not preserved in their original form, but as
retyped manuscripts by Charles Fryer. Serbian public interest in the diaries
rose in 2015 when an RTS team, led by Ms Sladjana Zaric, while working on
the documentary ‘Serbs on Corfu, found it in the London museum collections.
It was soon obvious that a diary of this considerable size could not be pub-
lished wholesale, hence the decision was taken that certain parts of it would
be edited and translated so that both local and foreign audiences could be-
came acquainted with at least a part of an extraordinary historical recollec-
tion from WWI. Radio Television of Serbia, The British Embassy in Serbia and
the Ministry of Defence worked hard in order to achieve this outcome.

Admiral Troubridge’s diary is full of valuable references to the war, its con-
duct and events of the time. These are memories of Belgrade in 1915, with an
emphasis on the precise descriptions associated with river war fighting. In
addition, one can find details relating to certain topics, which history does not
often record, such as morale among soldiers and civilians, espionage and war
rumours, interpersonal relations or, for example, how people used to spend
their leisure time during wartime. When it comes to the impressions of a for-
eigner, who knew almost nothing about Serbia prior to his arrival, certain el-
ements of the Diary record almost ethnographic features.

The diary conveys a specific view and understanding of the Great War. Ad-
miral Troubridge connects and interrelates events which were occurring
throughout the Great War. The War which Serbia took part in in the Balkans,
no matter how hard it was from a local perspective, was for the Admiral just
another minor action within a much bigger conflict. For the Supreme
Command, the Sava and the Danube Rivers were, above all, an additional
natural obstacle between Serbia and Austro- Hungary. For Britain, the Dan-
ube represented a key location or driving the Ottoman Empire out of the war.
Hence, the modest British contribution in the form of eight guns may not
mean a lot to the average Serbian, however, on that stretch of the Danube,
controlled by the Serbian military, those guns not only significantly rein-
forced the defence of Belgrade, but prevented any transit activity on the Dan-
ube, specifically, any resupply to the Ottoman Empire of necessary munitions
from Germany and Austria. Thus, the Diary is invariably posing the question
of the Serbian contribution to the allied victory. There is a question as well of
the role of the United Kingdom, the world power and its engagement at pe-
ripheral fronts. Where should the British military efforts have been focused,
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CBUM (ppOHTOBHMaA Cy IMOBe3aHU U MehysaBucHU. PaTt Koju je Cpbuja Bogu-
Jia Ha BasikaHy, Ma Kako 610 Texkak K3 JIOKa/IHe TIepCIleKTHBe, 3a aAMHupasia
je UIak jemaH MamU paT y OKBUDPY Heuer MHOro Beher. 3a cpricky BpxoBHY
KoMaHAy, CaBa U JlyHaB Cy IIpe CBera joll jeiHa MPUPOAHA ITperpeka usmehy
Cpbuje u Ayctpo-Yrapcke. 3a Benuky BputaHujy, JlyHaB je K/Iby4HO MECTO 3a
usbanBame OToOMaHCKe UMIIepHje U3 paTa. Tako ¥ CKPOMHHX 0caM OpUTaH-
CKUX TOIIOBA He 3Haue MHOTIO Herlle y yHYTpallwkocTh Cpduje. MehytumMm, Ha
Iemy obase lyHaBa KOju KOHTPOJIUIIIE CPIICKA BOjCKa, TU TOIIOBU HE CaMoO Ja
3HauajHo jayajy ogdpaHy beorpana, Beh u oHeMoryhaBajy cBaky IIJIOBUADY
IyHaBOM Tj. cHabzeBamwe OCMaHCKe UMIIEPHje ITPEKO NOTPeOHOM MYHHUILIHjOM
u3 Hemauke u Ayctpuje. CaMHUM TUM, Y THEBHUKY Ce UHIUPEKTHO 1OCTaB/ba
U IUTame norpuHoca Cpduje caBe3HUUKOj rodeau. Ty je U MMUTame yJjiore
CBeTCKe cuJsie, Benrke BpuTaHuje U HEHOT aHTa’koBaka Ha IMepudepHUM
dpoHTOBUMA. ['e Tpeba na Oyny KOHLIEHTPHCaHU OpUTAaHCKU BOjHU HATIOPH,
[la JI¥ criopefHa OojuIlTa IITETE UJIH ITIOMaXKy?

IHeBHUK HaMehe ¥ TeMy 0 MOTYhHOCTUMaA M0jeAUHIIa Y XaOTUUYHUM paT-
HUM ycnoBuMa. O camMor ynacka BpuTtaHuje y pat anMupas TpydpHil ce Ha-
JIa3M0 Ha MO3ULIMjU Ca KOje je MOTao OUTHO [1a yTUUe Ha TOK UCTOPHjCKUX fOTa-
haja. ¥ Beorpamy 1915. ronyHe, Ifie je UMao caMo IIavuMIly JbYyOU WK y MenoBu
1016. TOAWHE, ITe je OWJI0 YaK ¥ MHOTO T'Ope, OH je yBeK HacTojao Aa UCKOPUCTU
MakKap ¥ HajMamwy MOTyhHOCT 32 aKTUBHO yYeCTBOBamwe y forahajuma. ¥ Tpe-
HyLIMMa Kafa je b0 CBeCTaH [a He MOXe [1Ja YYUHU HUILTA OH je UMaK 3aap-
’KaBao CBOje MMpaBo Ja KpUTUUKH pacyhyje o oHOMe ueMy ITpUcycTByje. ITu-
came MHeBHUKA y paTHUM YyCJIOBUMa HUje dUJio myko desexxeme morahaja.
To je duna u nocedHa rcuxosoika rorpeda. 3a agMupasna Tpybpuiia, Kao
CTpaHLla, ITHEBHHUK je PETKO MECTO IIPHUBATHOT IIPOCTOpA TAe je MOTao [aa 3a-
MHIIe OHO LITO HHUje CMeo jaBHO Ila M3roBOPH IIpell CBOjUM JoMahHHHMA.
TpybpuiieB onHoc mpema CpduMa u CpOuju npeliao je Ayr IMyT Of allCOyT-
He HeloBep/bUBOCTHU 1O OTBOPEHUX CUMITIaTH]ja. Minak, OH HUKaZla HUje I0CTao
OHa BpCTa ,,CPIICKOT ITpHjaTesba” Koju 61 Cpdujy u Cpbe HEKPUTUUKH XBaJIHO.
Kao fa je oBa amMuypaioBa 0coOMHA 3Ha4YajHO AOIIpUHeIa ToMe Aa dy/e MoTITy-
HO 3abopasibeH y Cpduju. MehyTuM, mocTaB/ba ce HajlIpe MUTake Kako je U
3aIITO IPYTY YoBeK OpUTaHCKe MenuTepaHcke (hJioTe JOCIEO 1915. TOAHUHE Ha
CaBy u [lyHas.

EpHect Tpybpu1l poheH je 1862. ronrHe, y OpUTaHCKOj apUCTOKPATCKO]j ITIOPO-
UL ca IyTOM ITOMOPCKOM TpagulujoM. HauMe, jenaH of ripefgaka ouo je v
Tomac Tpybpun (1758-1807), amMHUpasI KOjH je paToBao y3 YyBeHOT jiopAa Xo-
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and were those so called minor theatres damaging the overall effort or of as-
sistance to them?

The Diary makes us ponder over what an individual can do in such cha-
otic war conditions. From the very first day Britain joined the war, Admiral
Troubridge’s position was such that he could have significantly influenced
historic developments. Whether he was in Belgrade in 1915, where he had on-
ly few men, or in Medova in 1916, where it was much worse, he had always
tried to take even the smallest opportunity to actively participate in events.
Even when he was aware that there was nothing he could do, the Admiral
withheld his right to critically judge events he was present at. Writing the Diary
during this time of operations was not just a pure act of committing events to
paper. There was a special psychological need as well. For Admiral Trou-
bridge, his Diary and its pages were a rare private place where he was allowed
to write what he could not say in public in front of his hosts. Troubridge’s re-
lationship with Serbs and Serbia was initially devoid of any trust but ended
with an open sense of respect and even fondness. However, he was never that
kind of ‘a Serbian friend’, who would praise Serbia and Serbs with no reason.
It was as if this Admiral’s very characteristic significantly contributed to the
fact that he was completely forgotten in Serbia. Nonetheless, the first ques-
tion that poses itself is how and why the second in charge of the British Med-
iterranean fleet came to the Sava and the Danube in 1915.

L4

Ernest Troubridge was born in 1862 to an aristocratic British family with a
long naval tradition. Thomas Troubridge (1758-1807) was one of his ancestors,
the Admiral who fought side by side with the famous Lord Horatio Nelson,
earning a Baronet and the title ‘Sir’ for the family. Ernest Troubridge contin-
ued the tradition joining the Royal Navy as a cadet when he was only 13 years
old, in 1875. His naval career advanced as it was expected. He became Lieu-
tenant in 1884 and the Navy Commander in 1895. He served, by accident, on
the same ship as the English Prince George who would later unexpectedly be-
come the King. This acquaintance would prove important in the period be-
tween 1916-1918, when discussions were formulated over the future of the Sa-
lonika Front.

Officer Troubridge earned his first decoration in a rather unusual way.
Namely, one of the sailors, who could not swim, fell into the sea. Troubridge
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panuja HesicoHa v KojH je 3a MOpOAU-
oy 3aciIy>kuo TUTyNy ,cep’ EpHecT
TpyOpHIl je HacTaBUO TPAOHIIH]y II0-
CTaBIIY KaJleT y MODHapHIIH ca 13 To-
IIVHa, 1875. ronyHe. FberoBa momMopcka
Kapwujepa HarpefoBajsia Kako je ¥ oue-
KUBaHO. YUH NOpYyYHUKA CTEKAo je
1884. rofUHe, a 3aTUM je YXNH KOMaH-
Iepa (3anoBenHMKa perare) 1895. ro-
nuHe. [TykKuM ciiydajeM CIIy>KHO je Ha
HUCTOM OpOLY Kao U eHIJIECKHU [IPUHL]
IIop11, Koju he KacHHUje HeOUeKHBaHO
[I0CTaTH eHIJIECKU Kpasb. OBO IO3HAH-
CTBO MoKa3ahe ce off BeJIUKe BasKHO-
CTH 1916-1918. TOOWHE, Kada ce dyne
pacripaseaio o dynyhHoctu ConmyH-
CKOT (ppoHTa.

CBoje TIPBO OIJIMKOBake OGUIIND
TpyOpHII 3aC/Iy>KHO je Ha BeOMa Heo-
druajeH HaunH. HauMe, jeqaH o MOp-
Hapa, KojH je D10 HeIUIUBaY, yIao je y
mope. TpydpHIl je ogMax CKOUMO y BOOY U CIlacao AgaB/beHUKa. 3a 0BO [Iej0
noduo je mocedHO LiekeHy MOpHapHUUKYy MeJlajby ,3a cllacaBame XXuBota“ (Life
savings Medal). Y¥H TTOMOPCKOT KalleTaHa CTeKAo je 1901. TOAHHE, a 1907. TOIH-
He KOMaH/I0Bao je bojHuM dpoaom ,Queen”. Y 1eroBOM JI0CHjey HHU3aJIe Cy Ce
TI0O3UTUBHE OLleHe. Fberos IpeTrnocTaB/beHy, anMupail JIpypy, 1908. TOLUHE ITU-
cao je ma je TpydpHil ,cjajaH mpUMep OAJIUYHOT ITOMOPCKOT oduILIUpa“>®

IIpeTniocTaB/bEHU CY, IOPEL, BbeTOBe XpabpoCTH, IPUMETUIU U BETOBY TaK-
TUYHOCT, [1a Cy yCIeAU/Ie U Oy>KHOCTHU OUIIJIOMAaTCcKe npupofe. Hajmpe, ronu-
HY laHa [IPOBOAU Kao IOMOPCKHU artalle y beuy, a 3at¥M ofyiasu y Maapurn
(1902). TToToM ce cenu y JaraH, Takohe Kao IMoMopckH ataiie. CTUrao je daii
Yy BpeMe [la IPHUCYCTBYje PyCKO-jallaHCKOM party (1904-1905), IO MHOTHMa IIp-
BOM MOJEePHOM CyKoDy y UcTopHju. llITaBullle, KarileTaHy TpydpHUIly JO3BObE-
HO je ga dyme Ha jarmaHCKUM OpoloBHMa TOKOM Tpajaka paTHUX ollepalivja.
O 0BOM BpeMeHyY CBEOYU Y HU3 jallaHCKUX BUCOKHUX OOJIMKOBama Koja ce
4yBajy y ITopoaudHoj 30upiu. EpHecT TpydpHll pagyo je TOKOM 1910-1911 U
Kao JIMYHU cekpeTtap [IpBor jiopaa AoMUpaUTeTa, Hajiipe PentvHanga Mek
KuHa, a 3aTUM U BuHcTOHa Yepunsia. Ty je cTeKao yBUA Y Y LIEJIOKYITHO QYHK-
LUOHUCAaKe DPUTAHCKe MOpHApHIe IIHMPOM CBeTa. YMH KOHTpaagMupaia

Sa bratom Tomom, 1875. godina

Ca 6patiom Tomom, 1875. loguHa
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immediately jumped and saved him
from drowning. He was awarded a
very special naval medal for this act,
Life saving Medal. He was promoted
to the rank of Captain in 1901, and
commanded the battleship HMS
Queen in 1907. Only positive assess-
ment were to be recorded in his per-
sonnel file. His superior, Admiral
Drury, wrote in 1908 that Troubridge
is ‘an excellent example of a splendid
naval officer’s

His superior spotted his patience
beside his courage, hence duties of a
diplomatic nature ensued. Firstly he
spent a year as a naval attaché in Vi-
enna, followed by a posting to Ma-
drid in 1902 after which he moved to
Japan as a naval attaché again. He
arrived at the time of the Russian -
Japanese war (1904-1905), considered
by many as the first modern naval
conflictin history. Captain Troubridge
was allowed to embark on the Japa-

Ser Ernest Troubridge as a young officer
with The Royal Humane Society medal
for life saving operation

Cep EpHectu Tpybpuy Kao miragu
oguyup ca mMegamom ,3a cliacasarbe
xusomia”

nese ships during this war, and a number of high-ranking Japanese decora-
tions, witnessing this period, have been kept in the family collection. Ernest
Troubridge worked, in the course of 1910-1911, as a personal secretary to the
First Lord of Admiralty, first Reginald McKenna, followed by Winston
Churchill. He obtained there, an insight into the strategic functioning of the
British Navy around the world. He was promoted into the rank of Rear Admi-
ral in 1911 and was a member of the British Naval Command in 1912-1913.6

As the Commander of the first squadron of the Mediterranean fleet cruisers,
he July 1914 crisis found an experienced Rear Admiral Troubridge in one of
the most important places for Royal Navy operations. When receiving orders
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CTeKao je 1911. TOIHHE, a TOKOM 1912-1913 OMO0 je ujlaH BpuTaHCKe ITOMOpPCKe
KoMaHfe.b

Jysicka Kpu3a 3aTeksia je Beh MCKyCHOT KOHTpaaaMupasia Tpydpuila Ha jef-
HOM 0[] HajBa>KHUjUX MecCTa y DpUTaHCKOj MOpHapHUILIU. BHo je 3amoBegHUK
IIpBe eckagpe KpcTapuiia MenguTtepaHcke ¢JioTe. Y IIpBUM JaHHMa paTta, KOH-
Tpaagmupast TpydpHIl Halllao ce y CpeuITy jeqHe o HajBehux KOHTPOBEP3U
c rnouetka IIpBor cBetckor pata. Haume, TpyOpHll je 30. jysia 1914. TOOVHE IIPU-
MHMO Hapeheme y KOMe ce HarnauaBaso [a je BEeros IJIaBHU 3aZjlaTak 3allTHU-
Ta ppaHIIyCKUX TPACHIIOPTa KOjU Cy ce KpeTalik U3 Adpuke Ka MapceJby.

VY To BpeMe HU AHTaHTa HU LleHTpasiHe CUJie HUCY IIpuaBaje Ipecym-
HY BaKHOCT MepnutepaHy. CyKod BeJIMKOT CTU/Ia OUEKHUBAOo ce y CeBEpHOM
Mopy. MebhyTumM, y MenuTtepaHy ce HaJla3uia M I'pylia HEMauykux OponoBa,
npenBoheHa [ebeHoM, KpCTapUIIOM HOBe Kjiace. bro je To Hajopsku 6pon y
MenuTepaHy ¥ HeyIIOpeAUBO jauu o BpUTaHCKH HpojioBa UCTOT TUTIA. [TocTa-
jana je 6ojasaH ga 6u I'ebeH Morao HanacTu ppaHLIyCKe KOHBOje IIpe Hero
MoKyIla fa ce rmpoduje Kpo3 'ubpanrap. CUTyallyja je TUX IIpepaTHUX NaHa
Oduia HejacHa U 110 MHUTAY ApXKakha ayCTpoyrapcke U UTajlHMjaHCKe MOD-
Hapulle.

Tpeher aBrycra ®paHirycka u Hemauka duse cy y pary. HapenHor naHa y
noHoh, Benvka BputaHuja je objaBuiia pat Hemaukoj. Y ToMme TpeHYTKY Tpy-
bpuileBa eckazpa Ousa ja Hajbnmuka HeMaykuM OpOIOBHMaA KOjU Cy OWIHU
HeJlaJIeKo of yy1acka y JaapaHcko Mope. Mehytum, TpyOpuily je HapeheHo fa
usberasa cyKkod ca [ebeHoM, ,0CHUM y CIIy4ajy Aa IIPOLIeHH ia pacIionae Hajl-
MOhHHMM CHarama y OfHOCY Ha MpOTHBHHUKA". OBaKo HejacHO Hapehee CTBO-
puio je 6pojHe mpodsieme. Y paHUM jyTapHhHUM YaCOBHMaA IIECTOT aBTyCTa 1914.
roAWHE, HAKOH KOHCY/TallMja ca CBOjUM O(HULIMpUMa, KOHTpaagMupas Tpy-
bupII je omIyuyro na obycraBH IoTepy 3a [ebeHom U TUMe HU3berse 6opdy.

BpUTaHCKU aMUPAJIUTET KAao ¥ UMTaBa HpUTAHCKA jaBHOCT OUJIU CYy yKa-
CcHyTHU. MICTIOCTaBUWIIO Ce [a je AIMHUDPAJIUTET KeJjleo Aa ce [ebeH YHUILTH 110
cBaky LeHy. [IpBu opa AMupanuTteTa, BuHcTOH Yepuus, U3jaBuo je ,aa bek-
cTtBo ['ebeHa Mopa 3ayBeK OCTaTH CpaMHa ernu3oda U3 pata“’ [lorahaj je umao
U OTpOMHe CTpaTellike r1ocyienuile. HauMe, yrpkoc ouekuBamHUMa 1ia he He-
Mauk¥ OpOLOBY MOKYLIATH fia ce Mpodujy Kpo3 ['mdpanTap, OHU Cy CTUIIIN Y
KoHcraHTHHOIIO/. Ty je u3BplleHa GUKTHBHA IIpoaaja 6pogoBa OcMaHCKOM
napcTBy. CMaTpa ce [ia je 0Ba BpCTa BOjHe ITIOMONM 3HAUYajHO yTHIla/Ja Ha Of-
nyky OromaHcke Typcke fa yhe y pat Ha cTpaHU LleHTpaJIHUX CHJia HOBEM-
bpa 1914. TonHHe.
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on 30t July 1914 stating that the protection of French transporters on their way
from Africa to Marseille was his main task, Rear Admiral Troubridge found
himself in the centre of one of the largest controversies in WWI.

Neither the Entente nor the Central powers did attribute any central im-
portance to the Mediterranean. The key naval conflicts were expected to take
place at the North Sea. However, there was a group of German ships in the
Mediterranean, led by SMS Goeben, a new class cruiser. It was the fastest ship
in the Mediterranean and incomparably stronger than the British ships of the
same calibre. It was feared that Goeben could have attacked the French con-
voys prior to trying to break out from Gibraltar. The situation itself, during
those pre-war days was vague and uncertain when it came to the stands of
the Austro-Hungarian and Italian navies.

On 3™ August, France and Germany were at war. The following day at mid-
night, Great Britain declared war on Germany. At that very moment Troubridge’s
squadron was the closest to the German ships, not far away from the Adriatic
Sea entry point. However, Troubridge was ordered to avoid an open conflict
with Goeben, ‘unless in case he assessed he had more powerful forces available
than his opponent’. Such an ambiguous order provoked a number of problems.
In early hours of 6% Aug 1914, following the consultations with his officers, Rear
Admiral Troubridge decided to stop chasing Goeben and thus avoid the fight.

The British Admiralty, as well as the British public, were appalled. It turned
out that the Admiralty wanted Goeben destroyed at any price. The First Lord
of Admiralty, Winston Churchill, said that ‘the escape of Goeben will always
remain a shameful episode from the war’’ This event had significant strate-
gic consequences. Despite expectations that German ships would try to break
through via Gibraltar, they got as far as Constantinople. There the ships were
fictitiously sold to the Ottoman Empire. It is believed that this kind of military
assistance had a significant influence on the decision of the Ottoman Turkey
to join the war on the Central Powers side in November, 1914.

The Russian diplomat Count Trubetzki recorded the shock of the Russian
Supreme Command when it discovered that Goeben was now part of the Ot-
toman Navy. The Black Sea forces’ ratio had completely changed. British-
Russian relations were disturbed as well since many Russians believed that
the British had allowed the German ships to pass on freely. No sooner than
29'h October, Goeben bombed Odessa.?

Even today historians cannot fully agree over Troubridge’s decision. Those
who believe he could have acted differently, say that Troubridge, despite the
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Ernest Troubridge was a Personal Secretary to Winston Churchill, the First Lord of the
Admiralty at that time. London before the First World War

EpHectu Tpydpuuy 6uo je mtuuHu cexpetiap BuHcitioHa YepuuJsia, tiaga Upsoi 1opga
Agmupasuiteitia. JIoHgoH tipe I[IpBoi cBellicKoi paia

Pycku numyioMmarta rpod Tpybelikoj mHcao je o 3amperairtheHoCTH Koja je
3aBiafiajia y pyckoj BpXoBHOj KOMaHAU Ha BeCT [a je [ebeH MOCTao Aeo OTO-
MaHCcKe MopHapule. OgHoc cHara y LipHoM Mopy 010 je y TIOTIIyHOCTH Ipo-
MeweH. [lopemeheHU cy U OpUTaHCKO-PYCKU OLHOCH jep Cy MHOTH y Pycuju
BEpOBaJIY [1a Cy BpUTaHIIKM HaMepHO IIPOIYyCTH/IN HeMauke dpoaoBe. Y cBa-
KOM ctyuajy, Beh 29. okTobpa I'ebeH je bombapaoBao Opecy.®

TpyOpuileBa ofi/iyKa ¥ faHac Aejik uctopudape. OHU KOjU Bepyjy Aa je Mo-
rao apyraudje HaBofe Aa je TpyOpHll, yIIPKOC YNHeHHUIIU fa Cy HeMadyKu 6po-
IOoBU Ounu Hosbe OKJIOIJBEHU U Ca TOIIOBUMaA Beher moMmerta, cBakako MOpao
Jay oyxy OpuTaHCcKe IOMOpPCKe TpaluIlyje” HallaaHe u oKyla cpehy. Mmaxk,
OHM KOjH CTajy Ha CTpaHy afMupasia Tpydpulla UCTUYY [a OU DpUTaHCKHU Opo-
JIOBU DMJTU YHUILTEHH jellaH 10 jelaH, IIpe Hero 1ITo Ou [ebeH U I0IIao y IOMET
BHXOBUX TomoBa. [IputoM, bopda U ce oguUrpasna Mo O4JUYHOM BpPeEMEHY
urTo 61 camo U0 of KOPUCTU HEMAaUKHUM MOpHapHUMa. BUJIO je OuurienHo
[la ce pa3BOj paTHe TEXHHKe UCIIPEYHO MIpef TPaAuLIUOHAIHY ODHUTAHCKY CMe-
JIOCT Ha Mopy, a fia je Tpydpwuil 6o Mmehy npBUMa KOjU Cy OBY IIDOMEHY OCe-
TUIX Ha CBOjOj KOXKH. YOCTasoM, KaKo Cy MHOTH HcTUllany, Tpydpull HUKa-
[la HUje IPUMMO jacHa Hapehewa AIMHUpaIMTETA Ja MOpa I10 CBaKy LIeHy a
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fact that the German ships were better armoured and with the higher range
guns, should have attacked and tried his luck ‘in the spirit of the British na-
val tradition. However, those who support Admiral Troubridge’s decision, un-
derline the fact that the British ships would have been destroyed one by one,
even before Goeben would have got into their range. Moreover, the fight itself
would have taken place in excellent weather conditions, which better suited
the German sailors. Up to this point, developments in strategic war art were
underpinned by traditional British audacity at sea. Troubridge was among
the first ones who felt this strategy change. In addition, as many people tend
to emphasise, Troubridge never received clear orders from the Admiralty
saying that Goeben has to be stopped at any price. Nonetheless, Troubridge’s
critics point out that he himself never used the opportunity to ask for clarifi-
cation of earlier confusing orders from the Admiralty.

Upon his return to Malta, the Rear Admiral was summoned to a disciplin-
ary hearing and then brought to the Court of Inquiry. Such developments
were largely shameful. Only two military ship commanders were brought to
the court in the previous 40 years. Moreover, Troubridge faced serious charg-
es of ‘from negligence or through other default, forbear to pursue the charge
of His Imperial German Majesty's ship ‘Goeben, being an enemy when flee-
ing’® There were attempts to include cowardice in the charges; however the
prosecutor declined to include those highly emotive words, since Troubridge’s
courage was well known.

Following the trial, from s5-9™" November 1914, the Court of Inquiry dis-
missed the charges. It was believed that Troubridge’s famous defence lawyer
Lesley Scott was greatly assisted in this outcome. Nonetheless, even though
he was officially not guilty, Troubridge remained in many ways guilty in the
eyes of the public. The trial was carried out in private, hence the defence ar-
guments were not ever published. The First Lord of Admiralty, Winston
Churchill was disappointed with this liberating court’s decision, and worked
to ensure that Troubridge was never again given command at sea. He in-
formed Troubridge that a special duty was waiting for him ‘in a very danger-
ous place. Only when Troubridge said he would accept any order did he re-
alise that he was commissioned to serve in Belgrade.1°

MHE BRITS IN BELGRADE
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One could say that contacts between the United Kingdom and Serbia were not
very good before 1914. The fact that the British capital was invested in only
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